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MENACE Rated G. 16 mm. Colour.

Australia 1976. : m
Distributed by the Australian Film Institute.
## Photos courtesy of the Herald and Weekly Times Ltd.

The Original MENACE

Early in the Cold War decade, the original MENACE was produced by the
National Films Council of the Motion Picture Industry of Australia.
The supposed Australian organisation was administered by the Managing
Directors of the Twentieth Century Fox, GUO and MGM organisations.
Its official task was the production and distribution of Australian
Government films. MENACE was made from the material donated by the
Fox organisation, funded by the Hoyts organisation and alledgedly
commissioned by the News and Information Section of the Department
of the Interior.

The 20 minute film was released for use in all theatres in Australia.
During the research for the 1976 MENACE it was believed that as the
Department of the Interior (Films Divison) had made the film its
Successor, Film Australia would hold the rights. However, it turned
out that althpugh Film Australia holds the negative for the original
MENACE, the decision as to it's availability and use resides with
Twentieth Century Fox. During the production of the 1976 MENACE,
the Fox Corporation refused to allow the use of the film as an
historical document in its present form.



NOTES ON PARTICIPANTS
(in order of appearance)

DOROTHY GIBSON was active in the Movement against War and Fascism from 1933 onwards
and was a founding member of Melbourne's Spanish Relief Committee. She has worked
in the peace movement and in the struggle against Fascism ever since that time. She
taught in a Melbourne experimental school, St Andrews, in the 20's and has also
taught in Soviet schools in London and Moscow.

LLOYD EDMUNDS fought in Spain with the International Brigade. He attended the Socialist
Sunday School in Melbourne (1906-1920s). At University in the early 30s he was one of
the early members of the Labor Club, later to be expelled from the Labor Club, for his
support of Maurice Blackburn.

PAT COUNIHAN worked in High Schools in New Zealand during the 30s, where she found

", ..respectable view was really a pro-Nazi, a pro Hitler one." She worked as Treasurer
of the anti-conscription movement in New Zealand and after the war participated in
peace movement organisation. At one stage her books were buried in a back garden in
order to prevent confiscation during security police raids.

RALPH GIBSON joined the Communist Party in 1932, the year that Governor Game sacked
the Lang Labor Government in NSW ("Kerr fashion"). He edited the Party's paper,
Guardian, for many years and held other leading Party positions. He was the first
witness for the Party at the Royal Commission into Communism in 1949.

GEORGE LEES came into the movement during the Second World War, his work at the air-
craft factory and the struggle against Fascism led him to study Marxism. He was
involved with the Melbourne University Labor club in the post war years and been
engaged in the Union movement ever since.

NOEL COUNIHAN took part in the free speech struggles of the 30's and was well known
as a public speaker during the Party's wartime illegality. He contributed -weekly
cartoons to the Guardian during the 40's and has been acknowledged as one of
Australias leading painters.

GEORGE SELAF experienced the Depression years as an unemployed youth, studied politics
and joined the meat industry in 1936. He led the Victorian Branch of the Australasian
Meat Employees Union from 1947 until 1969 and was called before the 1949 Royal Commission
to give evidence. He was awarded the Order of Australia under the recent Labor
administration.

BON LAURIE came into the movement during the war years and was active in a local Party
Branch. She was instrumental in establishing kindergartens and child care facilities.
Her second child had just been born and she was in hospital when she read of Sharpley's
defection in the Herald. She was active in the peace movement and worked for
humanitarian social change all her life.

TED LAURIE Q.C. went to the Bar to work for the Left in the Courts. In 1943 and
1946 he stood against Menzies in the Kooyong electorate and represented the Party
at the Royal Commission and at the High Court during the challenge to the CPBD.

STELLA LEES became involved in the labour movement in the 40s. She was one of the
thousands of people who put their private lives aside to struggle against Menzies'
cold war plans for Australia.

MICK COUNIHAN was born in 1946, he was at school in Victoria during the 50s and is
now one of the editors of the Melbourne Journal Intervention.

ROBYN LAURIE was also born in 1946 and now works with the Australian Performing
Group (Pram Factory) in Melbourne.

A.P.G. (Pram Factory) members are seen in a performance of the 'break out' sequence
of Golden Holden, January 1976.



EXCERPTS FROM DIALOGUE

"If the referendum had been won well, there wouldn't have been only the communist
party would have been affected it would have been the left wing of the labour
party and anybody who was progressive - anybody who was opposed to the establish-
ment and who wanted to do something in the interest of the working class they
would have been branded, it would have been a sad and sorry day for Australia."

George Selaf

"...first of all it banned the Communist Party without trial, without right of
appeal, or anything else, and seizure of its property and so on; secondly, any
organisation that was substantially influenced by communists, could be outlawed.

A Communist was defined as anyone who supported Communist policies, you know it
was communist policy - preservation of peace, it was communist policy - sociali-
sation of industry and so on. So that was a dragnet clause. Anybody who

carried on after the ban, any work in which the Communist Party engaged or could
have engaged, would be liable to five years. Anybody could be declared, that

was a great phrase of Liberal, if in the opinion of the Government the activities.
were prejudicial to national defence or the carrying out of laws of the Common-
wealth, or something like that. -And if I were declared, I would be ineligible for
any office in any trade union and any public body, that was specially aimed at

the militant trade union leaders - it was designed to get rid of them in one
Swoop. And on top of that, when Menzies put the question to the referendum, it
was not only to give him powers to pass the Communist Party Dissolution Bill, but
to make any acts in respect of communism and communists, as Evatt said, that

could be an Act to seize every communist and socialist in Australia, and execute them
without trial or keep them in a concentration camp at the Government's pleasure,
or whatever it might be, and it was a very sweeping Bill indeed."

Ralph Gibson

"Actually the scene at that time, looking back on it today, was incredible. The
depth of feeling that the Party was going to be outlawed and people were going to
be arrested overnight and put into concentration camps was very, very deep.

I don't think that the Party leadership believed that the High Court would
declare the Act invalid, because their whole campaign through the course of
the Court case was based on the assumption that the Bill was going to be
declared valid.

Of course, they had some good reason to think that way, because before the case
in the High Court came on they had sought opinions from no less than 10 leading
Constitutional Lawyers and the only leading Constitutional lawyer who said the
Act was invalid was Bert Evatt.

Fred Patterson, Max Julius and myself, who were all connected with the Party
recommended it was invalid, but the only support we got from established
constitutional lawyers was from Bert Evatt...

...and the scene in the High Court when they gave their judgement in Melbourne - the
High Court was packed. If the Secret Police had wanted to, they could have

rounded most of the leading Communists there up, if the judgement, when it was
given had been against the Party. But the feeling of relief that went through

the community. It was absolutely outstanding and from then on, the whole political
atmosphere seemed to change, right throughout Australia.

It was, really as though the cold war had been suddenly defrosted."
Ted Laurie, Q.C.



